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NEWS RELEASE 
 

BIG WIN FOR WATERFRONT PROTECTION: 
 

GAVIN NEWSOM & STATE LANDS COMMISSION DROP 
LAWSUIT TO OVERTURN VOTER-APPROVED PROP. B 

AFTER NEARLY 4 YEARS OF LITIGATION 
 

Victory protects SF shoreline from having a “wall on the waterfront” and 
vindicates voters’ right to have future say in waterfront development decisions 

 
 The State Lands Commission will drop its lawsuit challenging the validity of San 
Francisco’s Proposition B, the Waterfront Height Limit Right to Vote Act, as part of a 
settlement agreement announced today by San Francisco City Attorney Dennis Herrera.   
Prop. B, which was approved by 59% of San Francisco voters in June 2014, requires that 
any proposed development on public land along the waterfront that increases the 
existing building height limits must be approved by the city’s voters in order to proceed.   
 

Prop. B was put on the ballot by environmental and neighborhood advocates 
after a high-profile battle over the controversial 8 Washington luxury condo high-rise 
project.  Immediately following Prop. B’s passage, the State Lands Commission – led by 
Lieutenant Governor and former SF Mayor Gavin Newsom – sued the city of San 
Francisco to invalidate Prop. B.  During the four day Prop. B court trial last month, 
Newsom’s attorney argued that Prop. B unlawfully subjugated state interests and that 
the voters are incapable of make informed decisions about complex waterfront matters. 
 
 “This is the first time we’ve ever seen a former Mayor of San Francisco sue the 
people of the city that elected him in an attempt to block our people from exercising 
their voices and their votes at the ballot box,” said former SF Mayor Art Agnos.  “Today 
has shown how wrong that was.  We’re glad for a result that vindicates San Francisco 
voters and permanently protects our wonderful waterfront for everyone to enjoy.”  
 
 In addition to entirely dropping challenge to Prop. B, as part of the settlement 
agreement the State Lands Commission agreed to partner with the Port to seek funding 
for the Port’s Seawall Earthquake Safety Program and work with the Port to facilitate 
the placement of affordable housing on underutilized waterfront lands.  Nothing in the 
settlement restricts the ability of San Francisco citizens to put other waterfront 
initiatives like Prop. B on the ballot in the future, if necessary to protect the waterfront. 
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