
 

 

No Wall on the Waterfront 
 

 

STRONG SHOW OF PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR PROTECTING SAN 
FRANCISCO'S WATERFRONT 

 
Thanks to the group of concerned citizens who showed up at the Ferry Building on 
Friday, Lt. Governor Gavin Newsom and the other members of the State Lands 
Commission were forced to feel the heat and confront the growing controversy 
over their lame decision last month to sue San Francisco in an attempt to throw 
out voter-approved Proposition B and waterfront height limits and silence the voice 
of SF voters on waterfront development issues. 
 
First, Friday's San Francisco Chronicle put Newsom on the spot by running a 
pointed op-ed piece authored by former Mayor Art Agnos headlined:  "Why is 
Newsom suing S.F.?"  Read the op-ed by clicking here.   
 
Then, at a well-attended news conference in front of the Ferry Building, waterfront 
supporters held up Yes on B/Protect the Waterfront posters and signs that said 
"Gavin Newsom and State Lands:  Stop Suing San Francisco!"  Supervisor David 
Campos urged the San Francisco to stand united in defense of Prop B, saying that 
residents should have a say in what is developed on the waterfront.  “When the 
state of California gave the port and the waterfront in trust to San Francisco, the 
state was not giving it to some bureaucrat or some commission in the Port of San 
Francisco,” Campos said. “It is the people of San Francisco who decided to 
support Prop B.” 
 
Becky Evans with the Sierra Club, Potrero Hill neighborhood leader Tony Kelly, 
and Jon Golinger with No Wall on the Waterfront all urged Newsom and the State 
Lands Commission to drop their lawsuit and spoke of the need for all residents to 
support City Attorney Dennis Herrera's vigorous defense of Prop B if the lawsuit 
proceeds to court. 
 
While Gavin Newsom snuck in a side door of the Ferry Building to avoid the San 
Franciscans at the press conference, 48hillsonline.org publisher Tim Redmond 
caught up with him and asked Newsom whether he had personally voted to sue 
San Francisco and why:  "'We all did,'  Newsom said, meaning the three 
commissioners were unanimous.  And how does he feel about suing his former 
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city, the place that gave him his start in politics? How does he feel about using the 
power of the state to tamp down the will of the voters in his hometown?  'That’s a 
ridiculous question,' the Gavster said. “I represent the state of California, and I am 
upholding California state law.'"   
 
During the State Lands Commission meeting, the Commissioners were compelled 
to move the Prop. B lawsuit topic out of the planned secret closed session in an 
attempt to defend their decision before the media and the members of the public 
who showed up to testify and urge the Commission to drop its lawsuit against San 
Francisco.  Michael Warburton from the Public Trust Alliance testified that the 
mission of the State Lands Commission to steward an open waterfront for all the 
people is contradicted by their lawsuit against the people of San Francisco and 
urged them to drop the suit.  Jon Golinger from No Wall on the Waterfront 
campaign asked Newsom directly why he believed it was okay for him to star in 
campaign ads last fall urging SF voters to approve the 8 Washington developer's 
waterfront ballot measure (also named Prop. B) when now it is suddenly his 
position that SF voters approving waterfront ballot measures is illegal.  Upon 
hearing the question, Newsom smirked but refused to answer. 

See more of the media coverage of the event by clicking on the links below & stay 
tuned for more actions to come. 

Bay City News: http://sfappeal.com/2014/08/residents-call-on-newsom-land-
commission-to-drop-lawsuit-against-city/ 
 
48 Hills Online: http://48hillsonline.org/2014/08/15/newsom-says-voted-sue-san-
francisco/ 
 
SF Chronicle Art Agnos Op-
Ed:  http://m.sfgate.com/opinion/openforum/article/Why-is-Gavin-Newsom-suing-S-
F-5689987.php 
 
SF Civic Center News: http://sfciviccenter.blogspot.com/2014/08/stop-suing-san-
francisco-gavin-newsom.html?m=1 
 
NDTV - Chinese TV news:  http://www.ntdtv.com/xtr/gb/2014/08/16/a1130869.html 
 
China Press: http://news.uschinapress.com/2014/0815/989131.shtml 
 
Barbary Coast News: http://www.barbarycoastnews.com/2014/08/15/waterfront-
advocates-gather-to-urge-newsom-to-back-off-lawsuit/ 
 
KCBS Radio - Phil Matier Political Analysis: 
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/?podcast_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.podtrac.com
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